DISCIPLESHIP: BEGINNINGS!
GRACE!

While grace is not a word in common usage today, we can still see its meaning in the phrase, which I’m sure most, if not all of us, have heard, that phrase being, “In a person’s good graces,” or, as we might put it today, “In a person’s good books.”  Being a recipient of God’s grace simply means being a recipient of his unmerited, unearned favor and blessing. (Eph.2:8-9)
Now, while God himself is the source, it is Jesus Christ who is the cause of every blessing or grace, by virtue of his astonishing, substitutional work on Calvary. (Eph.1:3, Rom.6:10)
The apostle Paul attributes his own “holy and godly” behaviour to the grace of God alone. (2Cor.1:12)  And according to 2Cor.12:7-10, for us, as true children of God Almighty, it is the same grace which enables us to come through hard times, without loosing faith in God’s Word, but instead, becoming stronger with each passing hardship.

We read in Eph.1:7-8 that God has not been sparing with his favor, but has lavished his grace upon us.  I do hope and pray you are experiencing this as a reality in your life.

In Eph.1:3-14, we’re told that we were chosen in Christ, even before the foundations of the world were laid.  Again, we’re destined, in love, to be God’s children, through Jesus Christ.  We were redeemed, or bought back, by his shed blood, the price he had to pay, because of the penalty which was due for our sins, and many more wonderful blessings.  The list just goes on and on.
One of the great wonders of this grace, so freely given to us in Jesus Christ, is that it’s not just for this life – for the here and now – but continues for all eternity, in immeasurable riches. (Eph.2:7)  Remember, this is all ours, not by our finite standards, but according to God’s infinite riches. (Phil.4:19)
One of the most remarkable truths about this astonishing grace of our God is that it was never intended for just a select few, but is freely available to all.  However, it can only be received by those who truly believe what he has done for us – for you and me, personally – in Jesus Christ.  We hope and pray that included you! (Titus 2:11, Jh.3:16)
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